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CHAP. The only other notable incident connected with Lopo
Vj !mL. Soarez's stay on the coast was his destruction of a large
AJX Moorish fleet at Pantalayini Kollam. It had assembled
1506. there to take back to Arabia and Egypt a large number
of Moors, who were leaving the country disheartened at
the trade losses caused to them by the Portuguese. It
was a crushing blow, for it is said Soarez captured seven-
teen vessels and slew 2,000 men. The Zamorin, too,
felt the weight of it, for he had hitherto relied on the
Moors for assistance, and it was by their aid chiefly he
obtained a pre-eminence on the coast. Soarez sailed from
India in the beginning of January, and arrived at Lisbon
on 20th July5 1506, with thirteen vessels laden with
riches, three of which had belonged to the previous
year's fleet. Of his own fleet he lost Pero de Mendofa,
whose ship, being stranded near S. Braz, was never heard
of again, and two other vessels were also lost, of which
one was commanded by Fernandes Pereira, who, after;
taking several prizes oif Melinde, discovered the islander
Socotra.

On the return of Lopo Soarez, the King paid the highest
honours to Duarte Pacheco in recognition of his valour,
but he was -subsequently imprisoned on charges which
were afterwards proved to have been false, and although
he was thereupon released and restored to his dignity, he
was allowed to end his days in obscure poverty.